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Dear mission partners,

On 23" of August, our council member and Treasurer Derek Hall was called home to be with the Lord when he
suffered fatal injury in an auto accident that evening. Derek had been one of the longest serving COCM council
members since the 1970s. He worked diligently to take care of our finances. Even after he moved to Canada
ten years ago, he continued to work remotely as well as to travel back to the UK several times a year to spend
days at the COCM mission centre to get various financial tasks done. He was just in the mission centre the day
before the auto accident getting information ready for the International Consultation.

Derek loved the world of COCM. He always said with absolute certainty to many of his friends that COCM had
given him far more than he ever put into it - he was thrilled to be able to serve God with his gifts and skills and
felt privileged to be part of the COCM family. Derek had also been a wonderful friend to many of us in the
Mission Centre. We were deeply impressed by his humility in serving the Lord, his gentle demeanor in inter-
acting with people, and we shall always remember his quiet English wit that brought us so much joy during the
precious hours of fellowship around the COCM dining table together. No words can adequately express our
sorrow at the sudden passing of Derek. He will be greatly missed by his family, fellow workers and friends.

As we mourned the loss of our friend, we were reminded of the glorious hope we have in Christ, that one day
we shall meet again in our eternal home. We found strength in God’s promise and carried on with fruitful
meetings of the COCM International Consultation from August 25-27. Representatives from 5 COCM overseas
boards, members of the COCM council and leadership team all came to gather together in the COCM mission
centre. We looked back to our ministries over the period of time since we renewed our vision, mission, and
developed our strategic priorities in 2009. We gave thanks for the work God had done through us in evangeliz-
ing, equipping, and encouraging the three priority target groups — mainland Chinese students, new immi-
grants, and local language speaking ethnic Chinese during the past two years. We praised God for the clear
vision guiding our way, for the ministry of the COCM Gospel Team still developing and going strong, and for
the opportunity of shaping a new generation of youth leaders through the PHAT ministry. As we advanced in
evangelizing, we faced the challenges of helping churches and fellowship groups to better equip new believers
and lay leaders. We have developed new programs for our training ministry to conduct Bible based training
weeks throughout the year. It has been tested with initial success and we pray that God will give us confidence
and wisdom to further develop our training ministry.

Looking ahead, one of the biggest challenges we face is to encourage and mobilize more workers to labor with
us in the vast mission field of Europe. The level of human resources available to us will be the determining fac-
tor in what we will be able to accomplish in the coming years. Our overseas boards and council members con-
tinue to make their commitment to COCM, endeavoring to recruit more workers to join our team. The re-
cruitment will not only come through the overseas boards but will also come locally through our various asso-
ciate co-workers in Europe.

Please join me to pray for COCM, especially for the COCM council and our leadership team. With Derek's pass-
ing, it is important that we will not be afraid of the difficult challenges ahead, but give thanks for his life and
be inspired by his example. Let us boldly go forward and continue to carry out the work of the unfinished task
God has entrusted to us — reaching the Chinese to reach Europe!

Serving together in Christ,

Rev. Henry Lu
General Director
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